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T xi really gere to think ad 
my Preface to the following ſup- 
plementary Letter, ſhould be nearly 
as much at variance with that pre- 
fixed to my former epiſtle, as Mr. 
Daubeny is with himſelf,” through- 
out the whole of his publica- 
tions, which he intended ſhould 
guide his readers to the Church. 

But being defirous of allowing 
every degree of merit in my power 
to Mr. Daubeny, I expreffed my- 
felf in ſuch a manner of his abili- 
ties as an author, as has by no means 
coincided with the ſentiments of 
thoſe who have much better judg- 
ment than mylelf, * 

Vet I really felt what I faid, when 
1 io freely confeſſed my own infe- 
riority in entering the lifts with him. 
This acknowledgment, however, 
s drawn upon me ſome animad- 
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verſions and denſures from different 
quarters, particularly from one very 
worthy, judicious friend, to whom 
I ſent the ſheets by the poſt to a 
great diſtance, as they were printed 
off; though I could not prevail on 
that friend, nor indeed on, any 
other, to add, eraſe, or alter a ſin- 
ole line in my Reply to Mr. Dau- 
beny, which I earneſtly wiſhed 
ſhould have been undertaken by 
ſome. more ame rer hand than 
my OWN. 

But in this reſpeR, my Ol 
were all fruſtrated, though I am 
informed Mr. Daubeny has been 
much more ſucceſsful in calling. 1 in 
his allies. 
Be that as it may, I now tran- | 
ſcribe a few lines (though without 
hs aſked his permiſſion) from 

learned and. critical friend” 8 
a which did not reach me, till 
my book was intirely finiſhed, 
(though not We publiſhed,) 


and 


Civ.) 


aud ſent to the different bookſellers 


whoſe names ſtand in the title, 
leaving others to judge how far my 
friend has formed a right eſtimate 
of Mr. Daubeny, in being ſo ex- 
ceedingly anxious that I ſhould al- 
ter or expunge what I had ſaid of 
that gentleman” s merit as an author. 
As I certainly am not at liberty 
to alter my friend's expreſſions, I 
now tranſcribe his on words from 
his letter lying before me. 

I have received a duplicate of 
« the ſheet N, but the ſheet M is 


e not come to hand: what is want- 
ec 


* ing, is between p. 160 and 177; 
the reſt 1s all conſecutive and re- 
ce gular. | mot | 
I have alſo a the Pre- 
face, which I read with great 
«© pleaſure, except the very high 
+] compliments, you beſtow. on Mr. 
Daubeny as a writer. The paſ- 


_ ſages to which I allude, occur in 


Lr a 1 dard pp. 16; 17. The epithets 
20391111 28 nervous, 


*) 


nervous, expreſſive, accurate,” 
and the declarations of your great 
inferiority to him, is a panegy- 


ric ſo very ſtrong, that if it be 


not expunged .or qualified to a 
great degree, you will make a 
man who ſeems to have a quan- 


tum fufficit of vanity, more vain 


than ever. I hope you will par- 


don me, if I ſay that his ſtyle is 


really not intitled to the praiſe 


you give it: he, for the moſt 


part, walks on ſtilts, and whilſt 


he is pompous and diffuſe, his 
ſtyle has very few pornts ; the 
general character of it is feeble- 
neſs and infipidity.” 


What my friend here affeits, 1 


find to be the general opinion: 


however, I ſay no more on that 


head; only that I found a diffi- 
culty of reconciling the favorable 


opinion I wiſhed to entertain of 
Mr. D. as a writer, with the num 


berlels contraditions and incon- 


ſiſtences 
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ſiſtences which every where ſtared 


me in the face throughout his Ap- 


pendix; but theſe I rather attri- 


buted to the badneſs of the cauſe 


he had to defend, than to the weak- 


| neſs of the advocate; and when I 


ſaw him juſt eſcaped out of one 
hole, and then viewed him imme- 
diately floundering away (a coarf, ſh 


expreſſion, perhaps) in another, I 


thought, If this gentleman had but 
half as much truth on his fide, as 
he has of ability, chicanery and 
perſeverance, he might be an in- 
ſtrument of much good to that ex- 
cellent Church to which he pro- 
feſſes to guide us; but whilſt he is 
abetting errors, and  cheriſhing 
ſchiſms, even in his own mother's 
boſom, drawing diſciples after him, 
who have itching ears, and leading 

captive filly women, we can only la- 
ment that ſo much labor and aſſi- 
duity ſhould be ſo ill employed. 
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The following Errata in REPORMATION- 
TRUTH - RESTORED, which | ſhould have 
been printed with it, the Reader's kindneſs 

will mark as below; and this Letter being 


intended as a Supplement to the former ones, 


I conceive there can be no impropriety in 
adding them i in this 9 


5 0039 


ERRATA. , 


On the back of the Title, for, en r. Pee 
| P. 17. l. 29. for, vill be, re; will Weed be. i 
P. 18. 1. 4. for, Triara, . "Dang, 
P. 40. J. 22. for, farago, v. farrago. 
P. BI. 1. 28. for, præſentum, ». preſenters. 
PF. 83. I. 27. ſor, collegi, . colligi. 
P. 120. 1. 15. after guiding, r. or permitting. 
4 151. 1, 14. for, precedynt, v. ꝓracedunt. 
P. 197. 1. 29. for, pale, 7. pail. 
F. 199, 4. 2. for, daed; 7. dead. 
F. 201, . 18. for, n 7 potulant 
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DAUBENISM confuted. 


— ; : London, January 10th, 1800. 


REVEREND SIR, 


Me reaſons for making this a 
ſeparate Letter from thoſe lately publiſhed, . 
having been briefly mentioned on a former 
occaſion, I ſhall now only obſerve, that, 
however diſagreeable perſonal vindications may 


be, eſpecially to the party injured, and though 
they cannot be very intereſting to the public, 


yet, as every individual has a character to 
maintain in life; and, as his uſefulneſs to the 
community will much depend on the light 


in which that character is looked upon; no 


man, who does not a& from motives merely 
ſelfiſh, can ſurely be blamed for wiſhing to 
appear in ſuch a point of view, as may tend 
to give him that reſpe&t, and influence in 
ſociety, which may conduce to the good of 
others ; eſpecially, of thoſe within his own 


ſphere and neighbourhood. 


OW —_— 


I truſt, therefore, that I am not actuated 
alt with an over-weening deſire of, what is call- 
Lil ed, the world's good word, (which can never 
| go hand in hand with genuine chriſtianity, ) 
in my preſent attempt to wipe off thoſe foul 
aſperfions and inſinuations, which have crue/ly, 

diſdainfully, and deſpitefully, been caſt upon 
me, as alſo upon my brother, the Rev“. 
Rowland Hill, by the unfeeling, not to fay 
wanton manner, in which you have endea- 
voured to fix a ſtigma on our religious prin- 
ciples, as well by bringing up the moſt falſe 
quotations that ever were invented, and mak- 
ing us, or at leaſt, one of us, the author of 
them, and then charging the confequences of 
the doctrines, contained in thoſe quotations, 
at our door, or at leaſt at my door, though 
it ſeems you knew not at which of us your 
arrow. was levelled, when you ſhot with your 
hong bow. I find, Sir, from your own ex- 
torted confeſſion, that all the ſuſpicions I had 
formed, as to the quarter from -whence you 
had culled your noſegay, are perfectly juſt, 
and right ; the ſweet garden of Mr. Lacking- 
ton the bookſeller, in the borders of which 
flouriſh the odoriferous plants of myrrh, aloes, 
and. caſſia, has furniſhed you with the Fra- 
grant flower you have held up to view; whilſt 
you wiſhed to make the world believe, it was 
a raft 
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a rank weed of Antinomianiſm, growing out 
of the dunghill of Mr. R. Hill. 


We muſt now inquire, how this flower, 
weed, or call it what you pleaſe; in plain 
language, this falſe quotation, came into your 
poſſeſſion. You do not chooſe to acknow- 
ledge, that you had been ſtudying the forty- 


five firſt years of Mr. Lackington's life ; (in- 


deed, what man of decency would acknow- 
ledge this?) and I am willing to credit the 


tale, exactly as you repreſent it. 


It ſeems then, that you received it from a 
friend of yours; and without the ſmalleſt 
examination, as to it's truth, or authenticity, 


| you give it place in your memorandum book; 
from whence it finds it's way into the black 


pulpit book; and then into the world at 
large, through the medium of the Guzpe, 
marked with Mr. R. Hill, to an it's 
original. 


Wes th Wend of yours is, we are not 
told; but his employment we are made ac- 
quainted with. It appears that the office of 
this ſame worthy gentleman, is that of a pigs 
which is ſent to ſmell for truffles, that men 
of taſte may feed upon them: or rather that 


\ | of a jackall or lion's provider, that hunts for- 


B 2 living 


„ 4 
living food or dead carrion, to gratify the 
king of beaſts. Vour friend, is the finder; 
he brings it to you; you treat your pariſh- 
ioners with it; and when they are ſurfeited, 
(as they have long enough been, and there- 
fore look for wholeſome food where they can 
get it;) you haſh it up at ſecond hand, and 
offer it to all the world, garniſhed with the 
name of R. Hill. No inquiry however was 
made, where this dainty morſel was found, 
nor did you ſo much as know that it had it's 
firſt exiſtence in Moorfields; and that it was 
uſhered into the world by Mr. Lackington, 
till the appearance of my Apology, ſtating it's 
birth, parentage, and education. 


What now were you to do? That you 
| lamented, either the deed, or the detection, I 
cannot doubt; and had you in an amiable 
friendly manner expreſſed your concern, for 
the miſtake you had been led into, and con- 
feſſed, that it was owing to your having paid 
too much attention to a ſhort citation, which 
another had made, without conſidering the 
general ſcope of the place, and argument, 
from which it was taken; who 1s there that 
would not equally have commended your 
candor, and your politeneſs ? 


Inſtead 


4; 
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Inftead of this, what has been your con- 
duct? You have ſheltered both the deceit 
and the unkindneſs, you have been guilty of, 
under the wing of a ſtill more falle quota- 
tion of the late Mr. Fletcher, from whom, 
there can be no doubt, but your good friend 
Lackington, (or whoever might have been his 


jackall,) firſt borrowed it ; but you take no 


notice of the replies which were made to 


Mr. Fletcher upon the occaſion, though they 


were generally deemed concluſive and fatis- 
factory, to all ingenuous minds. It is neceſ- 
fary however to repeat to you, that not a line 
or ſyllable of the moſt exceptionable part of 
what you have produced from Mr. Fletcher, 


as a quotation from me, ſtands in any one of 
my publications, nor may, by fair inference, 


be deduced from them ; though in your uſual 
way, marked with inverted commas, as if 
you had given my own words ; and all this 
is done, without the ſmalleſt attention being 
paid to my own explanations of thoſe ani- 
mating goſpe] tryths, which Mr. Fletcher's 
attack neceſſarily led me to ſpeak of, and 
which I did endeavour to ſpeak of (ſuppoſing 
ſome ſubtle adverſaries might be on the watch,) 
in the moſt guarded manner, that J might 


not be miſunderſtood, and that no wrong 
.C concluſions might be drawn from evangelical 
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aſſertions ; but long experience has taught 
me to ſay, Oh! let me fall into the hands 
of God, and not into the hands of Armi- 


„ mans, for their tender mercies are cruel.” 


Of Mr. Fletcher himſelf, I would fay as 
little as poſſible; and would wiſh to draw 
the veil of charity over that part of his con- 
duct, whereby his attachment to Mr. John 
Weſley carried him to ſuch unwarrantable 
lengths, as to the manner in which he treat- 
ed thoſe, whom he called his dear Calvuiniſtic 
brethren, But I have been informed from 
different quarters, and I hope truly, that 
Mr. Fletcher frequently lamented the un- 
kindneſs and aſperity, which had iſſued from 


his pen; and I truſt he is now triumphing 


in that electing love and imputed righteouſ- 
* of the Redeemer, which he ſpoke of 
in ſuch low terms, throughout his latter con- 


troverſial writings. 


Vour partiality to Mr. Fletcher both is, 
and is not to be wondered at. You juſtly 
extol him, as a very able, pious, * learned, 

f acute 


* I truſt Mr. F. was a pious man in the beſt ſenſe 


of the word; but for my own part, I have no idea 


of any piety, but that which has Chriſt for its foun- 
5 5. and God's glory for its object. Every thing 
elſe 
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acute divine, and he certainly merits the cha- 
racter of a moſt laborious one alſo: But ſup- 
poſing you had not found in him a decided 
ally againſt the Calviniſtic doctrines of grace, 
what would you have ſaid of his ſchiſmati- 
cal origin and baptiſm at the Lake of Ge- 
r and what of his frequent preaching 
in barns, fields, conventicles, and methodiſt 
meeting houſes, as well as of his inviting 
ſimilar preachers, and lay-men into his own 


pariſh? Had he been a Calviniſt, fre and 
Jaggot, ſome might have thought, would been 


too good for him. —However, with regard 
to his conſtant reſidence in his own pariſh, 
his unremitted vigilance and exertions both 
in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, his great at- 
tention to the poor of the flock, and his 


eaſy diſpoſition in the matter of his paro- 


chial tithes and dues, I hold him up to Mr. 


D. not only as worthy of his admiration, but 


I add, © go and do thou likewiſe.” 


elſe which goes by the name of piety, can only tend 
to deceive the profeſſor, and to keep him from God, 
inſtead of leading him to God. Self-made holineſs 
will never abide the day of trial. | 


+ Mr. Fletcher was born near Lauſanne, which is 
ſituated on this Lake, about thirty Engliſh miles from 


the City of Geneva; and was one of the original 
CEO * by Calvin. 
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Whatever peculiar opinions Mr. Fletcher 


might for a time have adopted, by attempt- 


ing to defend Mr. Weſley's Minutes, &c. I 
hope, as the diſputes relative to thoſe Minutes 


died away, Mr. F.'s deſire of defending them 


expired alſo; I remember the time when 


he was quite otherwiſe minded, though I 
am perſuaded he never was a decided Calviniſt. 


As to Mr. Fletcher's connexion with the 
Methodiſts as a body, I by no means blame 
him on that account. I believe many of 
the excellent of the earth are among them ; 
and I ſee with pleaſure that numbers of them 
finiſh their courſe with joy and triumph ; 


eſpecially among thoſe whoſe grace and ex- 


perience outſtrip their own ideas, and make 
them wiſer than their teachers. They have, 
ang wy been generally inſtructed to look 

what is called Calviniſm with horror ; ; 
55 from having a picture drawn for them, 
and hung up before their eyes, totally un- 
like the reality, they ſhrink at what they 
eſteem an hideous monſter, and ſo make no 
further inquiry, denying in word, what in 
heart they * in. 


I am ſorry now for a moment to turn my 
own eyes, and yours to the unhappy Lack- 


ington, 


— 
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191 
ington, once a ſtrict and flouriſhing pro- 
feſſor of religion, but now, alas! a profane 


ſcoffer at evangelical truth and vital god- 


lineſs. This man, I conclude, from his We/- 
lean connexions, never embraced the tenets 
of Calvin, therefore here again all your feeble 


attempts at wit, had better have been ſpared ; 


and if that will ſatisfy you, he and his ſenti- 
ments are quite on your ſide of the queſtion. 
As to his pretended- quotation, I again aver, 
that it no where exiſts; and his aſſertion, 
that a friend of his read it to him out of a 
book of Mr. R. Hill's, is juſt as falſe as I 
have repreſented it to be: | Nevertheleſs, for 
calling this conduct of Mr. L. conſummate 
impudence and effrontery, you ſtep in to his 


relief, and blame me for the expreſſions I 


have uſed. Perhaps you are of opinion, that 
if I had tiled it a z7rifling miſtake or a ſmall 
inadvertency, I ſhould have put a more pros 
24 n. * it. 


A Sir, — as I do, in toto, 
the idea of permitting either you, Mr. Lack- 
ington, or Mr. Fletcher, to be the inter- 


preter of my own words, and expreſſions, 
or of ſuffering you to draw conclufions' from 
them, diametrically oppolite to thoſe” reli- 
gious principles which I have always held 
and in I proceed to a more par- 


ticular 


6 

ticular explanation of my ſentiments, on thoſe 
points, which have appeared to you ſo very 
obnoxious; and in doing this, I ſhall not 
keep back one jot or tittle of that pure goſpel 
truth, on which I believe the ſecurity of my 
own everlaſting falvation depends, and with- 
out a firm faith in which, I ſhould reckon 
0 0 of 1. men 10 moſt miſerable. 


| "nay +" Sir, PEI next to ihe ſa- 
cred writings, I admire and eſteem above all 
others, that very book of that highly ho- 
noured Reformer, Martin Luther, which you 
have ſo groſsly abuſed; I mean his Com- 
mentary on the Epiſtle to the Galatians : 
and although you can on no occaſion ſpeak 
with any degree of temper or patience of 
this ſignal inſtrument of God, any more 
than of the great Mr. Calvin, yet on that 
very important diſtinction between the ſin 
and the ſinner, as held forth in the citation I 
have given from Luther, (or as you yourſelf 
have ſtated it between two perſons, one a 
believer, and the other an unbeliever com- 
mitting the ſame fin) I may truly affirm, 
SALVATION 1TSELF DEPENDS ; and in this 
declaration I ſhall now endeavour to prove, 
that you muſt either acquieſce with Luther, 
and with me, or elſe confeſs yourſelf to be 
a n. 


( 39 ) 
a downright Papiſt, or rather a determined 
Socinian. | 


It ſhould be noted, that what firſt gave 
riſe to the falſe quotations under conſidera- 
tion, was an aſſertion of Mr. Fletcher, re- 
lative to David, who, he ſaid, according to 
my ſentiments, did not diſpleaſe God more 
when he fell into his grievous fins of 
« adultery and murder, than when he com- 
« poſed his pſalms, or danced before the 
« ark,” This I am ſure was the exact ſub- 
ſtance of what Mr. F. faid, though: I have 
not now his own book to refer to.——lIn 
anſwer to Mr. F. I begged leave to explain 

myſelf, and told him that he much miſtook 
my meaning; I was far from aſſerting, or 
thinking, that God was not highly diſpleaſed 
at the wickedneſs of David, for the word 
of Inſpiration declared that the thing which 
David had done diſpleaſed the Lord. But 
though God - ſeverely. chaſtiſed the King of 
Iſrael far! his iniguity, and expreſſed his ha- 
tred of it, yet, Bis perſan was not again 
brought under the curſe and condemnation 
of the law. The covenant of Jehovah ſtood 
ſure, from everlaſting to everlaſting; and 
in that covenant proviſion was made through 
the atoning blood of our great high Prieſt, 
to ſave his people from all their ſins. | 

| But 
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But as to my having affirmed that David 
| would have been ſaved, if he had died without 
repentance, not a word of the ſort was dropt 
by me; (nor indeed have you directly accuſed 
mae of it, though what you ſaid has ſet ſuch an 
h idea afloat.) I muſt have intirely deſerted my 
| own principles, if I had not ſuppoſed repent- 
i ance and falvation neceffarily connected ; and 
if that the former, however it's actings might, 
| through the prevalence of fin and temptation, 
be for a-time ſuſpended, would certainly be 
9 revived in the ſoul, before the latter was . 
it and complete. | | 


Viewing the juſtification of a ſinner as one 
complete, irrevocable act of God, I expreſſed 
my. cordial diſapprobation of that very un- 
ſeriptural poſition i in Mr. Weſley's minutes, 
« that we are every hour and every moment 
* pleaſing. or diſpleaſing to God, according 
* to our works, according to the whole of pur 
<< inward- tempers, and. outward: behaviour; 
which would indeed be the caſe, if behevers 
were viewed as they are in themſelves, and 
not ſtanding in Chriſt. their glorious Head, 
and Repreſentative, in whom they are always 
complete, and without the imputation of any 
ſin, ſeeing, he hath put away ſin by the 
- * of himſelf.” 


In 
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In proof of my aſſertions, after having 
made an ample appeal to the word of God, 
and to the ſtability of the covenant of grace, 
I brought that paſſage from the great re- 
former, Martin Luther, which has ſo highly 
provoked your indignation, and wound you 
up. to ſuch a pitch, as to cauſe you to hold 
him up to the world (either to his ſhame, or 
your own) as a rank Antinomian; a ſetter 
forth of nonſenſe ; with many other ſuch like 
words, and appellations. Regardleſs, how- 
ever, of all this, I now venture once more to 
give the dreadful paſſage from Luther, which 
has ſo much ruffled the Preſbyter ; after which 
I ſhall boldly enter into a defence of it, and 
| demonſtrate, that there is no middle way be- 
tween the > belief of 1 it, and Socinianiſm. 


oh This I you leſt any man ſhould ay. | 
«© that after grace is received, there is little 
account to be made of ſin: fin is truly fin, 
* whether a man commit it before he hath 
* received Chriſt, or after; and God always 
« hateth fin; yea, all fin is damnable, as 
« touching the fact itſelf, but in that it : 
not damnable, to him that believeth, 
** cometh of Chriſt, who, by his death bath 
e taken away fin ; but to him that believeth 
e not in Chriſt, not only all his fins are 


„ damnable, 


„ 


« damnable, but even his good works alſo 
“are fin, according to that ſaying, what 


* ſoever is not of faith 1 is fin. Rom. aps XIV. 


verſe. 33. 


77 « Therefore, the error of the ſchoolmen 
fis moſt pernicious, which do diſtinguiſn 
* {ins according to the fact, and not accord- 
« ing to the perſon; he that believeth has 
16 as great fin as the unbeliever, but to him 
“that believeth it is forgiven, and not im- 
« puted ; not for any difference of ſins, or 
c becauſe the ſin of the believer is leſs, and 
« the fin of the unbeliever is greater, but 
«« for the difference of the perſons. For the 
« faithful aſſureth himſelf by faith, that his 
« fin is forgiven him, foraſmuch as Chriſt 
c has given himſelf for it. Therefore, al- 
« though he hath fin in him, and daily 
« finneth, yet he continueth godly ; but 
“ contrariwiſe, the unbeliever continueth 
« wicked. And this is the true wiſdom and 
«© conſolation of the godly, that although 
% they have, and commit fins, yet they know 
« that for Chriſt's fake they are not N 
© unto en. 4:3 
e Luther on the Galatians 
"Tam p now, Sir, very willing to attend to 
the caſe, as ed by you, as well as by Mr. 
Fletcher 


* 


(6300 


Fletcher before you, and deduced from the 
fore you g 3 | 


We will ſubpoſe two actin both guilty 
of the ſame fins. Mr. Fletcher pitches upon 
Claudius, and David, and he thinks it ty- 
rannical in God, that his anger ſhould /roke 
againſt the poor heathen, for the ſame crime, 
from which he freely abſolves David. 
That God, however, without the ſmalleſt i im- 
peachment of his goodneſs, truth, wiſdom, or 
juſtice, might condemn Claudius and par- 
don David, is moſt certain: for Chriſt gave 
himſelf for the ſins of David, but not of Clau- 
dius. He bare the one in his own body on 
the tree, not the other. David had faith; 
Claudius had not. He that believeth ſhall 
be ſaved; he that believeth not ſhall be 
damned.” Upon the principle of the popiſh 
ſchoolmen, that ſin is imputed according to 
the act, not according to the perſon, the man 
who has committed ten ſins may be damned; 
whilſt he, who has committed only nine may 
be ſaved. Take away this grand ſcriptural 
diſtinction, and the believer and unbeliever 
both ſtand on the ſame footing; faith in 
Chriſt is of no avail to the removal of ſin 
from the ſinner to the ſurety; and, the vi- 
carious ſufferings of the Redeemer become 
of none effect; but we are all equally under 
the law, whether we believe or not; and 


accord- 


( as } 


actording as the law is kept or broken, ſo will 
it be well or ill with us at the judgment day: 
Such doctrine eſtabliſhes the old Covenant of 
Works, without diſguiſe ; and ſets aſide the 
wine goſpel plan of gratuitous * tion. 


Moreover, Sir, I do frankly avow, that, 
without this diſtinction between fin commit- 
ted, and the perſon committing it, whether 
it be a ſmaller or a greater breach of the law ; 
whether a ſin in thought, or a fin in act, (for 
before the law, 'we are expreſsly aſſured, that 
there is no difference; ſeeing that every fin 
brings in the ſinner guilty,) both law and 
goſpel are crumbled into nothing, and that 
Paganiſm, Mahometiſm, Judaiſm, and Chrif- 


tianity, all ſtand upen a _ 


That a true Chriſtian may be permitted to 
fall into fin, yea, into great fins, and to back- 
ide, I ſuppoſe no one who has read his Bible 
will deny. The queſtion then is, does fuch 
an one come again into his original ſtate of a 
child of wrath ; is he again brought under the 
curſe of the divine law; or does he, by vir- 
tue of his union with Chriſt, and through 
faith in his name, ſtand abſolved in the ſight 
of God, and free from all condemnation? I 


anſwer, without heſitation or difficulty, that 


the law, though broken, has no authority, 
or 


L249 3 
or power, to pronounce ſentence againſt ſuch 
an one; and for this reaſon ; becauſe ** Chriſt 
& hath redeemed us from the curſe of the 
law, being made a curſe for us, and be- 
cauſe every believer is as much delivered 
from the law, as a covenant to which he is 
to look for life and ſalvation, as the woman, 
who is married a ſecond time, is looſed from 


the law of her firſt huſband. * 

If it be not fo with the believer, what 
good does his faith do him? Yea, what 
advantage has he from the atonement of 
Chriſt? How is he his Saviour? How can 
he join in the triumphant ſong, . who ſhall 
lay any thing to the charge of God's ele? 
It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that 
condemneth.“ 


But this is not at all the caſe with the 
unbeliever; not being intereſted in Chriſt; 
Chriſt not being one with him, nor he one 
with Chriſt, not being a branch engrafted 
into the true vine; his perſon is obnoxious 
to the wrath of God; and he is liable to be 
arreſted for all his breaches of the moral 
law, which gives ſtrength to ſin, and in- 


* See this caſe beautifully and ſtrongly argued at 
large, by the Apoſtle in his ſeventh chapter to the 
2omans, * 


- * flicts 


— 4 


( $6 } 


flits its wages, which is DEATH ; and though 


his tranſgreſſions may not be of a flagrant 
kind, ſtill the law makes no difference or al- 


lowance, ſince ** all have ſinned, and come 
« ſhort of the glory of God; and he that 
6 keepeth the whole law, and yet offend- 
« eth in one point, he is guilty of all.” 

I do therefore again poſitively affirm, on 
the ſacred records of God himſelf, that, ſup- 


poſing A and B, the former a believer, the 
latter an unbeliever, both commit the ſame 


ſin, and even A a greater than B; that A 
does not come under the curſe of the law, 


but that B does; and hat, for the reaſons 


before recited; and becauſe there is ſuch a 


myſterious change of perſons between Chriſt 
and the believer, that the curſe of the law 
can no more be inflicted on the members, 


than it can on the head, upon whom it 


poured forth all it's force and malediction, 


when he hung on the croſs; for it is written 
« curſed is every one that hangeth on a tree.” 
And thus did Chriſt himſelf actually, fully, 
and compleatly bear all the fins of his Church 
and people, when he ſuffered the juſt for 
e the _ that * might bring us unto 
God. 


I add, 
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I add, that without the diſtinction between 


the ſin, and the perſon finning, as held forth 


by Luther, all the types and ſacrifices under 
the law are unmeaning and nugatory. Theſe, 
one and all, prefigured Jeſus Chriſt, as bear- 
ing ſin, and taking it upon himſelf, that it 
might not be imputed to, or charged on 
the tranſgreſſor. Yet both then and now, 
fin was charged on ſome and not on others ; 
and what then made,. or now makes the 
difference ? only faith in a Redeemer to come, 


or already come; the effect of which faith 


is fincere contrition for fin, with full purpoſe 
of heart to forſake it univerſally, and to fol- 
low the holy will of God; as the bleſſed 
Luther, every where maintains. Indeed, 
without this idea being kept in view, all 
the conſolation which is derived from Chriſt, 


being the ſurety, of his people, and from 


his expiatory ſacrifice, in which the diſtin- 
guiſhing glory of the goſpel . muſt 
it into nothing at all. 


Every true chriſtian readily allows that 


there are different degrees of fin, more or 


leſs heinous ; but there is no fin, however 
ſmall it may be in human eſtimation, but 


what ſubjects the perſon committing it to the 


curſe of the broken law. Nor is there any 


fin howeyer grievous and aggravated, that 
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the blood of Chriſt does not cleanſe from, 


as freely as from a ſinful thought. If this were 
not ſo, there is an end of all diſtinction 
between law and goſpel; te inſtance only 
in the fin of drunkenneſs, (though it will 
be equally true of every other ſin) the 
man, who is only what is called a little tipſey, 
may not come under condemnation, whilſt 
he that is dead drunk, becomes immediately 
liable to the wrath of God.—Upon your 
plan, and that of the popiſh ſchoolmen, 
which Luther juſtly ſtiles moſt pernicious, and 
which judges of fin according to the fat, 
not according to the perſon, (confounding the 


| believer with the unbeliever, ) ſimilar caſes 


muſt occur every moment, in ten thouſand 
inſtances. * | | 


J muſt therefore be bold to declare; that 
although your oppoſition to the great Cham- 


pion of the Reformation, is ſo redoubtable, 


that you ſeem to be travelling in birth for 
words, to expreſs your abhorrence of the 
truths he taught, that they are truths which 
ſtand at the very threſhold of all religion, 


and are the firſt rudiments, the A, B, C of 


Chriſtianity. I wor, however, Sir, that through 
znadvertence, (for ſo the Phraſe will bear 
to be tranſlated) you did it. But certainly 
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your language « on the occafion is not dreſſed 
up in N words, 


In this change of perſons, lake Chriſt 
1 the believer, is contained the eſſence of 
thoſe great and glorious truths, that I have 
been exemplifying, and that you unhappily 
brand with the flur of Antinomianiſm ; which 
in order if poſſible to wipe off, and to pre- 
vent the ill effects of your endeavours to 
prejudice your readers againſt a doctrine ſo 
clearly revealed in ſcripture, and ſo eſſen- 
tial to every chriſtian's eſtabliſhment and com- 
fort, I ſhall call in the venerable Biſhop 
Hall, in whoſe moſt excellent Treatiſe on 
the myſtical union between Chriſt and the 
believer, written as he tells us, when he 
was more than eighty years of age, I find 
much to my purpoſe, though the extracts 1 
make, ſhall be as ſhort as poſſible ; but with 
this excellent work before me, I hardly 
know where to begin, or where to leave 


off. 


« O incomprehenſible mercy! He Bath 
% made him to be fin for us, who knew no in, 
e that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
« God in him. What a marvellous and happy 
exchange is here! We are nothing but 
© ſin; Chriſt is perfect righteouſneſs ; he is 
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made our ſin, that we might be made his 


righteouſneſs; he that knew no ſin; is 
made ſin for us; that we who are all ſin, 


might be made God's righteouſneſs in him. 
In ourſelves we are not only ſinful, but fin ; 


in him, we are not righteous only, but 
righteouſneſs itſelf; of ourſelves we are 
not righteous, we are made ſo; the ſame 
God in his infinite mercy, who made him 


ſin for us, hath made us his righteouſneſs. 


Nootherwiſe are we made his righteouſneſs, 


than he is made our ſin; our fin is made his 


by God's imputation; ſo is his righteouſ- 
neſs made ours. How fully doth the ſecond 


Adam anſwer and tranſcend the firſt? By 
the offence of the firſt, judgment came upon 
all men to condemnation ; by the righteouſneſs 


of the ſecond, the free gift came upon all men 
unto juſtification of life. And, As by one 
man's diſobedience many were made ;finncrs, 


cc fo by the obedience of one ſhall many be made 
te righteous. How free then, and how per- 
« fect. is our juſtification? What quarrel 
* may the pure and holy God have againſt 
« righteouſneſs, againſt his own righteouſ- 
« neſs? And ſuch are we made in and by 
«© him. What can now ſtand between us 
% and bleſſedneſs? Not our fins, for this 1s 
« the praiſe of his mercy, that he ju/tifies the 
« ungodly. Yea, were we not finful, how 


« were 


cc 


„ 
were we capable of his juſtification? Sin- 
ful, as in the term from whence this act 
of his mercy moveth, not as in the term 
wherein it reſteth ; his grace finds us ſinful, 
it doth not leave us ſo. Far be it from the 


righteous Judge of the world, to. abſolve a 


wicked ſoul continuing ſuch ; He that juſti- 


* fieth the wicked, and be that condemneth the 
« juſt, even they both are an abommation to the 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 
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cc 


cc 


cc 
60 
cc 
cc 
cc 
” 
66 
cc 
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Lord, (Prov. xvii. 15.) No, but he kills 
ſin in us whilſt he remits it; and, at once, 
cleanſeth and accepts our perſons. Repent- 
ance and remiſſion do not lag one after ano- 
ther; both of them meet at once in the peni- 
tent ſoul; at once doth the hand of our faith 
lay hold on Chriſt, and the hand of Chry/? 
lay hold on the foul to juſtification ; ſo as 
the ſins that are done away can be no bar 
to our happineſs. And what but fins can 
pretend to an hindrance? All our other 


' weakneſſes are no eye-ſore to God; no 


rub in our way to heaven; What matters 
it then how unworthy we are of ourſelves ? 
It is Chriſt's obedience that is our righ- 
teouſneſs, and that obedience cannot but 
be exquiſitely perfect; cannot but be both 
juſtly accepted as his, and mercifully ac- 
cepted as for us. There is a great deal of 


difference betwixt being righteous, and 


being made righteouſneſs. Every regene- 
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rate ſoul hath an inherent. juſtice or righ- 
. teouſneſs in itſelf; He that is righteous let 


him be righteous ſtill, ſaith the Angel, 


(Rev. xxii. 11.) But at the beſt, this 


righteouſneſs of ours is like ourſelves, full 
of imperfection; F thou, Lord, ſboulaſt 


mark iniquities, O Lord, who ſhall ſtand? 


(Palm cxxx. 3.) Behold, we are before 
thee in our treſpaſſes, for we cannot ſtand 


before thee becauſe of this, (Ezra ix. 15.) 


How ſhould a man be juſt with God? If he 
will contend with him, he cannot anſiver him 
one of a thouſand, (Job ix. 2, 3.) So then, 
he that doth righteouſneſs is righteous, (1 John. 
iii. 7.) But by pardon and indulgence, 
becauſe the righteouſneſs he doth is weak 
and imperfect ; he that is made righteouſ- 
neſs is perfectly righteous by a gracious 
acceptation, by a free imputation of abſo- 
lute obedience... Wo were us, if we were 
put over to our own accompliſhments ; for, 
Curſed is every one that continues not in all 
things which are written in the book of the 
law, to do them, (Gal. iii. 10. Deut. xxvii. 


doe. deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in 
6, (1 John i. 8.) Lo, if there be truth 
in us, we muſt confeſs we have ſin in us; 
and if we have ſin, we violate the law; and 


if we violate the law, we lie open to a 


ce curſe, 


16.) And, I we ſay that we have no fin, 


ee 
cc 
cc 


c 


A 


66 


cc 


cc 


cc 
C6 


cc 


— * 


c 
cc 
T 
cc 
6 
cc 
cc 
£66 
cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 
cc 
cc 
60 
cc 
cc 
cc 


IT 


76 


curſe. But here is our comfort, that our 


Surety hath paid our debt. It is true, 


we lay forfeited to death. Juſtice had 


ſaid, The ſoul that finneth ſhall die, (Ezek. 


xviii. 4.) Mercy interpoſeth, and ſatisfies. 
The Son of God (whoſe every drop of 


blood was worth a world) pays this death 
for us; and, now, Who ſhall lay any thing 


to the charge of God's elect? It is God that 
juſtifieth, who is be that condemneth? It is 


Chriſt that died, yea rather that is riſen 
again, who is even at the right-hand of God, 


* who alſo maketh interceſſion for us, (Rom. 
viii. 33, 34.) Our ſin, our death is laid 


upon him, and undertaken by him ;- He 


was wounded for our tranſgreſſions, he was 


bruiſed for our iniquities, the chaſtiſement of 


our peace was upon him, and with his flripes 


we are healed, (If. li. 5.) His death, 


his obedience is made over to us. So then, 


the ſin that we have committed, and the 
death that we have deſerved is not ours; 
but the death which he hath endured, and 


the obedience that he hath performed, is 


ſo ours as he is ours, who is thereupon 


made of God our righteouſneſs, Where 
now are thoſe enemies of grace that ſcoff 


at imputation, making it a ridiculous pa- 


radox, that a man ſhould become juſt by 


another man's righteouſneſs? How dare 
| « they 


(36 ) 


ice they ſtand out againſt the word of truth, 
% which tells us expreſsly, that Chriſt is made 
« our righteouſneſs? What ſtrangers are 
te they to that grace they oppugn? How 
ce little do they conſider, that Chr is our's ? 
« His righteouſneſs therefore, by which we 
« are juſtified, is, in him, our own. He 
* that hath Sorne the iniquity of us all, (Ia. 
« lit. 6.) hath taught us to call our fins 
* our debts, (Mat. vi. 12.) Thoſe debts 
% can be but once paid. If the bounty of 
% our Redeemer hath ſtaked down the ſums 
tc required, and cancelled the bonds, and 
% this payment, is (through mercy) fully 
e accepted as from our own hands, What 
r danger, what ſcruple can remain? What! 
« do we then, weak ſouls; tremble to think 
« of appearing before the dreadful tribunal 
«« of the Almighty! We know him indeed 
« to be infinitely and inflexibly juſt; we 
c know his moſt pure eyes cannot abide to 
« behold fin; we know we have nothing 
« elſe but fin for him to behold in us. 
6 Certainly, were we to appear before him 
« in the mere ſhape of our own ſinful ſelves, 
ve had reaſon to ſhake and ſhiver at the 
« apprehenſion of that terrible appearance; 
« but now that our faith aſſures us, we ſhall 
* no otherwiſe be preſented to that awful 
" Judge, than as cloathed with the robes. 

« of 


C W 3 
© of Chriſt's righteouſneſs, how confident 
* ſhould we be, thus decked with the gar- 
« ments of our elder brother, to carry away 
a blefling? Whilſt therefore we are de- 
* jected with the conſciouſneſs of our own 
© vileneſs, we have reaſon to lift up our 
% heads in the confidence of that perfect 
„ righteouſneſs which Chriſt is made unto 
“ us, and we are made in him.“ 


Bp. Hall. 


1 confeſs, Sir, 1 J have been ſo 1 
pleaſed with the company of Biſhop Hall, 
that I found it impoſſible to leave it; and, 
therefore, contrary to my intention, have 
tranſcribed nearly the whole of what he ſays 
under the head of Chriſt being made our 
righteouſneſs, How far the good prelate 
will now eſcape without being branded as an 
Antinomjan with Luther, I know not, ſince 
I perceive nothing in the one, that is not as 
ſtrongly maintained by the other. 


Permit me here to obſerve, that although 

I never quoted but once (notwithſtanding you 
affirm otherwiſe,) that paſſage from Luther, 
concerning the diſtinction between the ſin and 
the perſon, of which you {7u/tly enough} 
ſuppoſe me ſo fond ; yet, if I had mentioned 
it twenty times, I ſhould have gloried in 
bringing to view, a precious truth, on which 
the 
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the whole conſolation of a real Chriſtian muſt 
be founded; which is, that although he is a 


finner, and continues a ſinner every moment; 


(ſince there is not a moment in Which he is 


not, conſidered in himſelf, a tranſgreſſor of 
the moral law, and every tranſgreſſion of the 
law is ſin,) yet he always continues righteous 


and godly in Chriſt; a fulfiller of the law, 


through his all- perfect, imputed. righteouſ- 
neſs, and ſcreened from it's curſe by his me- 
ritorious death on the croſs.— Nor can I here 
make any papiſtical diſtinction between ſmaller 
or greater, venial and mortal ſins. No ſin 
is little in the ſight of infinite perfection; and 
all fin, however heinous in itſelf, is as nothing 
before the all-atoning blood of an almighty 
Redeemer.—Either ſin is imputed, or it is 
not imputed ; where it is imputed, if it be 
but one fin, it brings the ſoul in guilty ; and 
it is impoſſible for any one at the ſame in- 
ſtant to be both condemned and acquitted. 


If fin be not imputed, the reaſon muſt be, 


becauſe the law having been fully fatisfied, has 


no charge to bring; and what frees a man from 


the charges of the law, but that precious 
ſprinkled blood, which, when the deſtroying 
angel ſees on the /intels, or door poſts of the 
heart, he paſſes over, without power or com- 
miſſion to hurt the haner ?, 6h | 


' You 


„ 


ing forth this 48 re, I am avowing every 
thing, which I diſclaimed as falſe in'the quo- 
tation from Mr. Fletcher, and Lackington : 
but, not ſo; for, ſo far as theſe great truths 
ſhine in thoſe quotations, inſtead of difavow- 
ing them, I conſent and cleave 70 them, with 
Full purpoſe of heart ; but in the way you have 
brought them before the public eye, in de- 
tac hed, culled ſcraps, interlarded with ill- na- 
tured comments, I do not acknowledge them, 
for the ſame reaſon that I would object to a 
clipt piece of gold. You ſhould have given 
the whole of what I ſaid on the ſubject in 
queſtion, or no part of it ; leaſt of all, ſhould 
you have omitted what I had advanced to 
clear my meaning on the point of ſanctifica- 
tion, and that inherent perſonal holineſs, wirh- 
out which, no man ſhall ſee the Lord, © 


Inſtead of this, your aim has been to make 
your readers believe, that the great privilege 
I have been contending for, was, @ privilege 
to fin; an idea, which I am ſure muſt be 
viewed with horror, by every one who knows 
any thing what the 1 grace of the goſ- 
125 means. 


More 


* 


More than once you make uſe of this very 
expreſſion, or at leaſt of the ſentiment, that 
the doctrine contended for, intitles the be- 


lever © to the privilege of ſinning, as much 


% as he chooſes, without being liable to pu- 


"0h niſhment.” 


Now, Sir, I am perſuaded, that neither 
the perſon who could ſo ſin, nor the perſon 
raiſing ſuch an objection, can know what 
an evil and bitter thing fin is. A true child 
of God, fo far from eſteeming ſin his privilege, 
or thinking that he has a licence to commit 
it, becauſe no breach of the law can bring 


him again into condemnation, hates fin the 
more on that account; he views it in the 


glaſs of a dying Saviour's love; and in pro- 
portion as he lives nearer to that Saviour, who 


has freely abſolved him from all ſin, he lives 


further from whatever is diſpleaſing to him; 


and looks upon it to be his hig privilege, 


to love, ſerve, and obey. the God of all his 


Srace and merCcies. 


Oh! Sir, could you look into the boſom of 
any true believer, and there ſee his fightings 
and ſtruggles againſt what you ſuppoſe he 
looks upon as his privilege, you would not, 

| 15 i you 


1390 


you could not uſe ſuch language, nor harbour 
ſuch wrong ideas. View him even when 


corruption is moſt prevalent, and grace at 


it's loweſt ebb, and you will find the cry of 
his heart to be this: O wretched man that 
« I am, who ſhall deliver me from the body 
« of this death? When I would do good, 
e evil is preſent with me; the good that I 
ce would, I do not; but the evil that I would 
% not, that I do.” And though he fays, 
« it is no more I that do it, but fin that 
« dwelleth in me; does he imagine that 
becauſe his regenerate part cannot ſin, his 
unregenerate part may fin with boldneſs? 
Nothing leſs; for his language is that of a 
man made up of both principles, and, in pro- 
portion as he is enlightened and renewed by 
grace, he abhors and reſiſts carnal ſelf, the 
law of ſin that dwells in his members. 


Yet in ſpite of all this conflict between 
fleſh and ſpirit, he knows that he ſtands 
complete in Chriſt, who hath made him 
« free from the law of death and ſin,” and 
* by one offering of himſelf hath perfected 
« him for ever.” He can therefore take 
up the triumphant language of faith, and 


lay, © O death where is thy ſting, O grave | 


where is thy victory? The ſting of death is 
ſin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law ; but 


thanks 
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thanks be to God, who giveth us 1 Mary, 
through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt.” 1 Cor. xv. 


A ; 


Now, Sir, is it improper, is it dangerous 
to publiſh theſe chearing truths to the world ? 
ought they to be kept out of fight, leſt men 
of corrupt minds ſhould make a bad uſe of 
them? then, I fay that Chriſtianity itſelf 
ought never to have been promulgated. For, 
what is there in all that I have advanced, 
either from myſelf, Luther, Biſhop Hall, or 
any others, but what is included in theſe 
plain texts of ſcripture.—. Behold the Lamb 
of God, which taketh away the fin of the 
world. The blood of Jeſus Chriſt clean- 
ſeth from all ſin. He hath put away ſin 
by the facrifice of himſelf . Chriſt hath 
redeemed us from the curſe of the law, being 
made a curſe for us.— There is no con- 
demnation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus. 
He himſelf bare our ſins in his own. 
body on the tree. Being juſtified freely 
by his grace through the redemption that is 
in Chriſt Jeſus. ——To him that worketh 
not, but believeth on him that juſtifieth the 
ungodly, his faith is counted for righteouſ- 
neſs. If any man ſin, we have an ad- 

vocate with the * ather, Jeſus Chriſt the 
; | right- 


6 


cighitons; and he 1s the Propitiatzon for our 
fins.” 


It is certain, that every objection will lie 
againſt all, and even againſt each of theſe 
declarations of the pure word of God, as 
have been brought againſt the great Reformer, 
Luther ; and in fact, we find that they 
were raiſed againſt Chriſt himſelf, and againſt 
his Apoſtles, particularly againſt St. Paul, 
who frequently anſwers and obviates them, 
as I have repeatedly ſhewn in my Apology 
for Brotherly Love, and in my Reply to your 
Appendix ; obſerving at the ſame time, that, 
whoſoever preaches a doctrine not liable to 
the objections brought againſt Paul, muſt 
be the preacher of another goſpel, difterent 
from that which Paul taught. 


Before you had e! to vilif Laber 
in the opprobrious abuſive manner you have 
done, ſneering at * his Antinomian fits, and 
holding him forth, as maintaining with the 
the great Mr. Calvin, © a ſyſtem of nonſenſe*,” 
D - and 


| „ 


* It is no uncommon thing before a torrent of 
abuſe is poured forth, to prepare the way for it, by 
ſome qualifying aſſertions of high eſteem, for thoſe 
on whom the deluge is juſt going to burſt ; and by 
this artifice, every idea of prejudice or rancor in the 


| Writer, 
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WG 
1 


Mi and ſpeaking in ſuch degrading terms of his 
1 | 2 

io excellent Comment on the Epiſtle to the Ga- 
8 | latians, you would have done well to have 
it cored in wet a 155 ſtile of approbation 
5 | | . and 
* | 

. writer, is baniſned from the mind of the reader, who 


readily ſucks in for truth the miſrepreſentations of 
9 7 th and the calumnies of hatred. 


"- „ Mr. Daubeny aſſures us in his 1 P. 97, 
. that although he does not take his faith from Luther 
ht or Calvin, &c. yet © he 825 the higheſt reſpect 

8 - For each of them.” 1 


— 


But when this profeſſion of bigh reſpect is brought 
forward in his Appendix, let us ſee how it acts 
towards theſe two great Reformers. 


* 2 re Foz 2 
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Calvin and Luther were men of more zeal than 
* judgment, the very expreſſion {good works) con- 
& yeyed ſo unchriſtian a ſound to their ears, that in 
& puarding againſt it they thought the doctrine of di- 
« vine agency, could not poſſibly be carried too far. 
« Hence, in their pious zeal for the honor of God, 
« which they conſidered as having been trampled on 
e by human pretenſions, they eſtabliſhed what Doctor 
% Balguy TRULY, [mark that word] though, ne 
© coarſly, calls a Syſtem of Nonſenſe. 
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I need not inform Mr. Daubeny, that Henry the 
Eighth obtained from his Holineſs the title of“ DE- 
FENDER Or THE Farrn,” for writing againſt Lu- 
ther; and Cardinal Woolſey was very active in em- 
ploying others to do the ſame. Here, then, is a popiſh 
Monarch, a Cardinal, and a Reverend Fellow of 
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and praiſe the Biſhop of London gave his in- 
1 to that inimitable work, when it 


Wincheſter College, all concurring in the ſame ſl 
work.—What a formidable phalanx !!! Alas, poor 
Luther! No m&vel you are ſo often introduced to 
dance a Fandango on the Spaniſh ſtage with your brother, 
Calvin! But ſurely, after theſe illuſtrious men, and in- 
ſtruments of God in reſtoring religious truth, are thus 
held up to public contempt by Mr. Daubeny, neithes Mr. 
Wilberforce nor myſelf have reaſon for regret or wonder 
that we are both e as inimical to good Works. 


To 1 Mr. Daubeny' s own words. Vou, and 
your friend Mr. Wilberforce, (for I now underſtand 
«© you both ſpeak the fame language,) ſeem perfectly 
agreed in decrying good works. Letter VI. p. 333. 
That great foreign divine and reformer, Zuinglius, 
or as Mr. D. calls him, Zwzngle, is alſo ranked among 


thoſe nonſenſe-mongers and enemies to good works; and 
fo was St. Paul himſelf by the Phariſees of his day. 


But let me aſk, are there no ends and uſes for which 
good works may be done, without arrogantly making 
them copartners with Chriſt in the work of ſalvation 3 7 
Such as 
To glorify God. | 
To Evidence our Faith. 
To Teſtify our love and gratitude. 
To Profit our neighbour. 
Theſe and other great ends are anſwered by good works: 
but becauſe no one who is taught of God will preſume 
to give works any place in procuring the finner's ac- 
ceptance, therefore all ſuch humble Chriſtians muſt be 
put down by Papiſts and modern Phariſees as enemies 
to, and Decriers off Good Marte, however fruitfut they 
may be in the praQtice of them. But I plainly perceive 
there 1 is no end of cavils. 
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( 44 ) 
was firſt tranſlated into Engliſh ; recommend- 


ing it particularly to perſons. whoſe con- 


ſciences were afflicted with doubts and fears, 


and with a ſenſe of fin and guilt ; for whoſe 


uſe and benefit, according to that eminent 


prelate's judgment, (and indeed of all true 


and experienced chriſtians, who have ever 


been exerciſed with legal terrors and appre- 


henſions of wrath) it is admirably ſuited. 


Should it pleaſe God, Sir, that your con- 
ſcience were thus awakened, by the con- 
vincing influences of the Holy Spirit, you 
would then find ſo much ſweet and precious 
balm of Gilead, in Luther's paraphraſe, that 
I queſtion whether it would not be in your 
eſtimation, one of the moſt valuable books, 
that ever was penned; for my own part, 
as already obſerved, I know of none pre- 
ferable to it, and bleſs God that ever it was 
written. 


To the extracts I have given, and to the 


. teſtimony I have borne, in favor of Luther 


and Biſhop Hall, let me make a triumvirate, 
by the addition of that truly reſpectable pre- 
late Biſhop Hopkins, from whoſe laſt ſer- 
mon on the Nature and Neceſſity of Regene- 
ration, or the New Birth, I tranſcribe what 
follows: | 

ce He 


( 45 ) 1 
©* He that is born of God ſinneth not; he 


© cannot fin, becauſe his ſeed remaineth in 

e him: This ſeed remains, and keeps him 

« that he cannot fin, either as apoſtates do, 

« who totally forſake the ways of God, or as 

«© profane perſons do, who never embraced 

« them. There is a great difference between 

<« regenerate and unregenerate perſons in the 

ce very ſins they commit; all indeed fin, but 

* a child of God cannot fin; (i. e.) though 

* he doth fin, yet he cannot ſin after ſuch a 

% manner as wicked and unregenerate men 

. 4 do. There is a vaſt difference between 

them, even in that wherein they do moſt 

« of all agree. Their ſpot is not the ſpot of 

& His children, (Deut. xxxii. 3.) Even de- 

“ formities themſelves are characteriſtical, 

* anda true Chriſtian may come to know by 
e his ſins, that he is not a ſinner.” 


Thus far Biſhop Hopkins; than whom a 
more devout and holy ſoul perhaps never ex- 
iſted. But I ſhould not be ſurprized if Mr. 
Daubeny were to rank him in Luther's An- . 
tinomian ragged regiment. However, be- 
fore Mr. D. poſitively does this, I hope he 
will read the good prelate's four ſermons on 

Regeneration, if he be not too much preju- 

diced againſt him, on account of his having 
been ſcbiſinatically baptized ; for, (as well as 
* Abp. 
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Abp. Secker,) the very learned Biſhop Hop- 
kins was bred and educated a Diſſenter.“ 


But I perceive, Sir, that great names have 
no authority with you, when your favorite 
ſect is in danger; indeed how ſhould they, 
when you ſet up your own authority ſo much 
above any other name that is named, look- 
ing down with a ſupercilious contempt upon 

70 all, 
* Our Church Catechiſm tells ns, clone « the pro 
4 miſes of God are made, [or ſealed] to them that 
© believe, in that ſacrament,” i. e. of baptiſm. But 
then, Mr. Daubeny will fay, © this benefit muſt be 
limited to thoſe who receive baptiſm aright; in an 


+ epiſcopal Church, and by an epiſcopally commiſſioned 


miniſter, otherwife we muſt leave them to the uncove- 


nanted mercies of God.” If Mr. D. does not ſay this, he 


gives up all he has been contending for in TRE Gurpe. 
If he does ſay it, and chooſes to ftand upon the ground 
he has taken, then God's promiſes certainly do not, and 
cannot belong to Biſhop Hopkins, any more than to 
Archbiſhop Secker ; and the ſchiſmatical miſchief which 
may have been done in Ireland, by the former, who was 


Biſhop of Londonderry, muſt have operated, and till 


operates, in that kingdom, in the ſame way, though not 


perhaps in the ſame degree, as Abp. Secker's miniſtrations 


operated, and muſt, whilſt the world exiſts, operate 
throughout England. Beſides, neither of theſe two 
diſtinguiſhed characters having, according to Mr. D. 
received the firſt ſacrament in a way that could be 
valid and efficacious, ought to have been partakers of 
the ſecond ſacrament, or ſupper of our Lord; much 


8 could they be . qualified to akaibiſtns that 


holy 


( 47 ) 
all, who do not chooſe to eſpouſe your 
party? Let me inquire, in the words of 
Biſhop Hall to Arminius, (whoſe opinions 
however are far leſs diſtant from truth than 
yours,) © What is it thou affefteſt *”* axe we 
to think that ſome magnanimous Bonaparte 
is riſen up in the Church, in theſe our days, 
who is to model every thing according to 
his own wiſh ; attacking men, women, and 
books on every fide, and commencing his 
career with the concluding century? If fo, let 
him prove his commiſſion, and from whence 
it iſſues; and if that be properly authenti- 
cated, we will acknowledge him as our 
GuiDEe, and bow to his inſtructions. But, 


holy ordinance to others. See here, the plain una- 
voidable tendency of the rigid doctrine of THe Guips ! 
In want of charity, it even exceeds the Novatian hereſy ; 
in abſurdity, the groſſeſt ſuperſtitions of popery: In 
every view, it is diametrically repugnant to the be- 
nign nature of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, which ex- 
tends the covenant of promiſe to ten thouſand times 
ten thouſand, and thouſands of thouſands, which Dau- 
beniſm confines comparatively. to units, indeed. And if 
we take in all infants, whether baptized or unbaptized, 
throughout the whole globe, who- die before the com- 
miſſion of actual fin, (and there is not a ſingle text in 
God's word whith excludes any one of them,) then muſt 
the aſſembly of glorified ſpirits, be truly @ great multi- 
tude, which no man can number, out of every tongue, and 
tindred, . nation, and People. 
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